
Chairman’s Report 2017 

In my Chairman’s Report at last year’s AGM I spoke of my frustration at the lack of progress towards 

a strategy to make a start on reducing the wilding pine infestation in the immediate areas around 

Arrowtown. 

Well, I am pleases to report that a start has been made.  A steering committee has been set up, with 

Noel Beggs from the AVA representing us on that committee that aims at addressing the issue.  The 

Council has also resolved to begin the process of completely removing the Coronet Forest which is a 

major seed source.  There is also an enthusiastic group known as the “Arrowtown Choppers” who 

are gaining momentum with weekly sessions over the summer months in the Sawpit Track area 

dealing to the wilding trees around the bush margins.  This is in preparation for the eventual blanket 

spraying over a much larger area. 

The AVA will be the umbrella organisation for this steering committee which will enable them to use 

some of our current structures such as our bank account and Charitable status, etc. 

Other notable happenings during the past year have included the following: 

• AVA fully funding wasp nest destruction within the township when requested. 

• We have successfully sponsored the Quiz night held during the Autumn Festival week. 

• Supported the upgrade of the Ramshaw Lane toilet block which is to begin in the near 

future, along with the present upgrade of the lower Ramshaw Lane carpark. 

• Facilitated the Smart Device classes which are due to begin shortly. 

• During the year we engaged the services of a paid professional to update our website and 

Facebook pages. 

I am pleased to report that a start is about to be made on the new Community Centre Building in 

Jack Reid Park. 

On the down side has been the closure of the local Police station but we are forever hopeful that 

this decision may ultimately be reversed. 

Finally I would like to say a big thank you to the following committee members who have made a 

valuable contribution to the Arrowtown Village Association this year: 

Annette Seddon, our secretary, who is standing down from that position but fortunately she has 

indicated that she would be prepared to put her name forward as a committee member. 

Sue Anderson, our treasurer, who is willing to continue in that role if re-elected. 

Martin Barrett, Deputy Chairperson, is also willing to continue in that position.  Martin has a way 

with words. 



To our ex-officio member – Scott Stevens, thank you for your valuable contribution as our go-

between with City-Hall.  It is absolutely vital that we continue to have an Arrowtown based member 

on council. 

Mike Farrier has indicated a wish to stand down.  He will be missed for his sound knowledge, his 

ability to put together submissions and when required, his ability to review the fine print in our 

dealings. 

To the remainder of the committee =, many thanks for your input and services – you are all to be 

commended for willingly giving your time to the Association. 

I would formally move the acceptance of my last Chairman’s Report 


