
 The Arrowtown Village Association Committee – Community Rooms  
7.00pm Thursday 22nd Aug 2019 

Minutes  

Present:   Susan Rowley (Chair), Annette Seddon, Jean Britton, Scott Stevens, Nick Fifield, 
Ben Teele, Susan Milne, Martin Barrett 

Apologies:   Sarah Harris, Noel Beggs, Dave Harding-Shaw, Heath Copland (Jean/Ben) 

Minutes of previous meeting:  Minutes of 25th July 2019 accepted.    

Matters arising:  
It was agreed that all matters arising would be covered through the meeting and under 
Agenda Items. 

Guest Speaker: 
The Guest speaker was Michael White from The Arrowtown Farmers’ Market. Michael 
explained the proposed new layout and sought support from the AVA. The new layout is the 
result of trying to facilitate the wishes of Council to protect the grassed area on the green. 

The new layout not only kept the grass from being worn down but had other benefits, 
including:  - Facilitating more vendors, The ability to extend the season, Create better 
atmosphere. 

A motion was put forward (Ben/Susan M): - That support be given to the new proposed layout 
for the market to allow the green to continue to be used in a positive way and without being 
detrimental to the grass. 

The motion was passed and Susan Rowley (Chair) agreed to writing and sending a letter of 
support to the Farmers’ Market committee. 

Inwards Correspondence:  
• 29/07/19 - Rachel Beer, QLDC, advising of Olive Leaf Centre Trust application for RC 

direct referral to the Environment Court. 
• 07/08/19 - Amy Wilson White, QLDC, re AVA submission to 2019-2020 Annual Plan; 

adopted June 28th; New focus on Library Green maintenance with turf report being 
prepared. 

• 07/08/19 - Sue Patterson seeking support for FM new proposal. 
• 15/08/19 - QLDC feedback for ‘’Climate Change’’ report sought by 31st Aug 19. 
• 09/08/19 - Danielle Servant, SDHB - Advising on ‘’Cleaner air, Warmer homes, Better 

health’’  Hui/Meeting on 10th Sept at Gate Harvest Hotel, Cromwell. RSVP 3rd Sept. 
  
Outwards Correspondence:   

• Invitation to FM to attend next committee meeting. 

All Correspondence accepted - (Ben/Nick) 

Treasurer’s Report:   
Susan Milne presented the Treasurer’s Report which was accepted.  (Susan/Jean)  

Susan M. confirmed that she will be stepping down from AVA at the next AGM.  

It was discussed and agreed that the ‘’Phone Classes’’ (held last year) income/costs be 
transferred to the Arrownet Account. Costs $450, Income from Donations $150. 



Councillor's  Report:  
• Scott reminded us that with many issues it was necessary to constantly remind Council 

and that eventually the issue would be resolved. As an example this applied to a) 
Butler Green wall (plans to now restore), and b) Speed limits (20kph proposed for 
Berkshire and Ramshaw) 

• Coronet Forest milling to commence 24th Sept and would last approx 18 Months. 
• Heath Copeland would (automatically) be our new Councillor. 

Report accepted (Scott/Annette) 

Committee Reports 
. 

 

Membership: 
Nick discussed increased membership and advised he would discuss with Noel on his return. 
 
Wilding Pine Control:   
Ben discussed: 

• MPI funding still awaited on. Other funding dependent on MPI funding.  
• Soldiers Hill (Cenotaph) has 2 x Douglas Firs that need removing. Funding for the 

$27,000 cost is being sought from Trust Community Funding. a motion was put that: 
Application be made to TCF to remove 2 Douglas firs from Soldiers Hill to allow 
replanting to be done.  (Ben/Jean) 
Motion Passed. 

• A second motion was put that: 
We create a new account for ‘’Revegetation and Regeneration’’ separate from the 
‘’Wilding Pine Removal’’ account. (Ben/Susan R). 
Motion Passed. 

• 300 (Colour) trees to be planted on Tobin’s Face. The Chopper Group has agreed to 
assist over several weeks. 

• PFA is catching a wide variety of predators including ermine. It is not always apparent 
what has been trapped as kill can be taken before boxes are visited. 

• Construction and placement of bird boxes is being discussed with the Primary School. 
• Game motion cameras still being considered for PFA box monitoring. 

Tracks/Signage 
Dave was unable to attend the meeting but submitted this report: 

1)   I have a meeting with council and the APBA around signage. Key points that were raised/
mentioned are below and I raised these at the Mahu Whenua meeting on Thursday just been 
(15th): 

 • QLDC are in the process of getting a quote for someone to do a full audit of all signage with 
the intent of coming up with a standardized approach and removing duplication/confusion. 
Once the quote is in funding will need to be looked at, however updated at the Mahu Whenua 
was that council were just going to fund it all anyway. 
 • Signage to try and be set in such a way so there are 'gateways' making it harder to find the 
harder tracks, the aim is to prevent unprepared people from getting into trouble on routes that 
are too hard for them. And make it easier to find easier tracks such as Tobin’s. 
 • The APBA is not keen on adding a Manu Whenua kiosk next to the police house at this 
stage as there is already a kiosk down there and it may crowd the area. Prefer to wait for audit 
and look at a cohesive strategy. 
 • Map at the skatepark has too many detailed trails but doesn't cover all areas, such as 
Tobins. Needs mention of the big picture. This will most likely come under the QLDC audit. 
 • AVA would like to look for options for the tracks collection box where it is in a more visible 
location due to ongoing vandalism issues. • Education/signage around everyone being 
responsible on dual use tracks is important to minimise conflict on tracks that are seeing a lot 
more, and faster, use than they have in the past. ie e-bikes on the river trail. 

 2)  The Mahu Whenua track building is ongoing and looks very positive for the village with 
more MTB tracks through the Trails Trust to move bikes off walking tracks, as well as 
developing options for longer back country trails, rebuilding huts etc. 8 Mile Creek Hut has 



been cleared for rebuild by the fire department. There was discussion around commercial 
concession and where that money should go. Looking likely into QE2 trust account to be put 
back into Mahu Whenua maintenance and upkeep. On this note, I wonder if the AVA could be 
contributing our tracks money towards this either now or in future to prevent double up. This 
could include the revised/relocated collection box as Bush Creek comes under this banner. 
There is still discussion to be had once the QLDC audit is complete, and I will be catching up 
with the APBA member who looks after tracks so we can run through the audit and see how it 
all looks. Any decisions obviously I'd run through the committee first, but at the moment all 
parties at the meeting seem to be on the same page with possible hesitation from Council 
coming from the fact they will have to find money to maintain so want to be careful what is 
built.  

3)   As a side note, harvesting Coronet Forrest will start with this Spring. A new contractor has 
been appointed. There will then be logging trucks using Alan Reid Rd which will need 
warnings etc put in place. Not sure which route out from there they will use.  

4)   It was mentioned about some unapproved trail/jump building that has been done in a few 
areas. The woods in the bottom of Tobin’s `Track aren't such an issue as it's hidden away but 
some in the reserves such as across from the Tobin’s bridge is a bit of an issue. It looks like 
kids, and it would be good to get some awareness out to the community that this isn't 
acceptable, maybe a future loop article? Ideally, it would be tied into mention of a viable 
alternative for them which I'd like to discuss with Trails Trust and council to see what time 
frames/options they are thinking of as it wasn't the right forum to discuss this. 

Smaller Communities 
Annette attended the Smaller Communities meeting on 7th Aug. and updated the committee 
on the key points: 

• Soft plastic market became flooded with no viable alternative 
• Arrowtown bore project 
• Bin roll-out 

Note the full details of meeting can be seen in the Quarterly Catch-up Minutes. Jean advised 
that she would be able to attend the next Smaller Communities meeting on 14 November.  

Clean Air 
 Susan Rowley updated the committee: 

• Niwa now have 35 Odin monitors placed outside, and 60 out of 85 requested indoor 
monitors completed. Niwa are working with ORC and SDHB on solutions for next year, 
and are hoping to hold another public meeting, to include Mayor Boult, in 3 weeks 
time. 

• ORC have sent out 88 smokey chimney and are sending non-compliancy letters out 
next week. Consideration being given to what action they will take for Spring and next 
Autumn. 

• Susan hopes to be able to attend the (Stakeholder’s) meeting (see inward 
correspondence) in Cromwell on 10th Sept. 

Committee reports accepted.  - (Heath/ Jean) 
 

Agenda Items: 

• Community Housing Jopp St - names still requested 
• QLDC Climate Change document comment required. AVA will not be submitting but 

Martin advised that he would be making comment. 
• Olive Leaf - Susan Rowley reminded the committee on the situation and how the 

Trustees wished to go directly to the Environment Court. An independent 
Commissioner has been appointed to decide whether they can go directly to the EC. 
The appeal takes place on Friday 26th September. 

• Sarah advised of her resignation from the committee prior to the meeting. Martin also 
advised that he will not be standing at the next election due to commitments next year. 
It was observed by the Chair that an extra 5 people would be required to replace - 
Toni, Sarah, Fay, Martin, and Susan M. 



• AGM - to be held on 24th October 2019. Initial thoughts on a speaker including Briana 
Pringle QLDC to update on Coronet Forest logging. 

• Loop - Ben advised that he would do a few words on ”Revegatation’’, and Susan R. 
would do a clean air monitor update, Ben to compile. 

• The Chair raised the possibility of having next year’s meetings at either the new 
Community Rooms or the current Community Rooms due to parking issues at the 
Athenaeum Hall. To investigate. 

• Jean gave apologies for next meeting. 

Next Meeting 

Next meeting - 7.00pm 26th September @ Community Rooms 

Meeting closed @ 9.15pm 


